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A United Nations international conference exploring the relationship between resources expended
on weaponry and social welfare services is taking place without US participation. The threeweek International Conference on the Relationship Between Disarmament and Development,
beginning on August 24, is focusing on how money saved in disarmament agreements could be
used to stimulate economic development, particularly in the Third World. The United States
decided in April 1986 not to participate on "policy and financial grounds." A statement released
at the time explains the reasons as follows: "First, the international community should consider
the questions of disarmament and development as two distinct issues...Secondly, the proposal for
an international conference on disarmament and development mistakenly presumes that there
is an inherent relationship between these two areas." US delegate to the United Nations, Scott
Thayer, said that the US is not boycotting the session, but is simply not participating. According to
Thayer, if a given country disarms, there might be a monetary savings, but that does not necessarily
imply a transfer of those resources from the developed world to the less developed world. US nonparticipation, said the statement, should not be interpreted as a sign of declining support for arms
control and disarmament or for international economic development. "We believe disarmament
should be pursued to the extent it leads to greater security and stability through balanced, verifiable
agreements...Development, too, has its own logic which depends as much on the policies of
developing countries as on the policies of developed ones." The US also stated that the $1.2 million
estimated cost of the conference was inappropriate while the United Nations is facing severe
financial difficulties. Developed nations spend 80% of the world's nearly one trillion dollars annually
on arms. Although developing countries account for a relatively minor portion of military spending,
economically they are the hardest hit. Developing nations import almost $26 billion worth of arms
every year, and dedicate larger portions of their national income to the military than developed
countries. In its proposed final document, the 54-nation preparatory committee recommended
the conference appeal for the establishment of an "international financial mechanism" to transfer
the resources released through disarmament to development activities. Swedish diplomat Inga
Thorsson, chairperson of a panel of experts that prepared the declaration for the conference, said
August 24 she hopes that when the US administration reads the final conference document, "they
will understand that they have to some extent acted under some sort of misconceptions. We do not
claim that there is a close automatic link between disarmament and development. "We have not
claimed that the released resources should be automatically transferred to developing countries. But
we do hope that this conference will mean the start of new thinking."
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